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Lawmakers say no to cash for 'anti-American' 
International Baccalaureate program
By Lisa Schencker  
The Salt Lake Tribune
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Lawmakers decided against helping Utah schools pay for International Baccalaureate (IB) programs after one legislator 

called IB's philosophy "anti-American" on Thursday.  

    "I'm not opposed to understanding the world," Sen. Margaret Dayton, R-Orem, told members of the Senate 

Education Committee. "I'm opposed to the anti-American philosophy that's somehow woven into all the classes as they 

promote the U.N. agenda."  

    HB266 proposes allocating $300,000 to help seven Utah high schools pay for IB programs. IB students can earn college 

credit by taking rigorous courses that expose them to world perspectives. More than 800 U.S. schools offer IB.  

    Though the House passed the bill unanimously earlier this month, the Senate committee shot it down on a 3-3 vote. When a 

bill vote is tied in committee, the bill fails.  

    Dayton's characterization of the program frustrated IB proponents.  
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    "It's the most preposterous thing," said Rep. Carol Spackman Moss, D-Holladay, who sponsored the bill. "I was stunned."  

    Skyline High School IB coordinator Ruth Dallas and Rebecca Odoardi, director of Davis School District gifted programs, 

said IB is definitely not anti-American.  

    "I have seen nothing in any of these courses to indicate there would be any anti-American sentiment," Odoardi said. "In 

fact, quite the opposite is true."  

    

Advertisement

Sen. Patricia Jones, D-Salt Lake City, the Senate sponsor of the bill, said IB emphasizes the kind of world-class 

education legislators have been "championing up here for a 

long time."  

    Paul Campbell, head of outreach for IB North America, said 

he's heard allegations about IB being anti-American before. He 

said, however, IB is neither anti-American nor connected to the U.N.  

    "We would never have survived 40 years if we had a 

hidden agenda or ideology that we were trying to push on 

schools," Campbell said. "Ninety percent of IB schools in the U.

S. are public schools that have to answer to their local school 

board and communities and that's exactly the way we feel it 

should be."  

    Clearfield High School IB coordinator Rebecca Van Dyke said 

the program gives students the chance to compete on an 

international level. Teachers are expected to integrate other 

cultures into their lessons and educators from around the world grade tests and projects. Van Dyke, for example, is required 

to teach three works in translation in her English class each year. In the past, she has taught books such as "The 

Metamorphosis," "Crime and Punishment" and "The Stranger."  

    "If there is any emphasis on this program in internationalism, it is saying we're all human beings," Van Dyke said. "We need 

to respect each other as human beings."  

    The PTA and Sen. Ross Romero, D-Salt Lake City, also spoke in support of the bill. But ultimately, Dayton, Sen. 

Howard Stephenson, R-Draper, and Sen. Darin Peterson, R-Nephi, voted against it. Stephenson said only, "I'm not 

yet comfortable with this based on some of the input I've received."  

     

     

    

What is International Baccalaureate? 

 
    * IB, or International Baccalaureate, is a diploma program offered 

at seven Utah high schools. Launched in Switzerland in 1968, the 

International Baccalaureate was intended to create a curriculum and 

diploma recognized worldwide. A growing number of schools are 

working toward approval from the international organization to offer 

the program.  
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    * Earning an IB diploma means a student completed two years of 

IB courses, which have a more international focus and are taught by 

IB-trained teachers. Courses offered include foreign language, theory 

of knowledge, social studies, science, math and other subjects.  

    * Students must demonstrate their mastery of subjects through 

essay-based exams and take greater responsibility, teachers say, 

through independent projects. A 4,000-word essay is one of the 

culminating assignments. Students must also complete community 

service. 

 
     

    

HB266 

 
    Proposed giving $300,000 to seven Utah high schools to help pay 

for International Baccalaureate programs. 
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