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The legislative bills on teacher pay dance all around that ugly elephant sitting in the state's kitchen: all Utah teachers 

are shamefully underpaid, and we face a critical teacher shortage because of it.  

    There are at least four bills making their way through the House and Senate. Two - Senate Bill 35, sponsored by Sen. 

Howard Stephenson, R-Draper, and House Bill 270, sponsored by Rep. Ron Bigelow, R-West Valley City - are aimed 

at increasing pay for teachers in math and science. That's all well and good - for math and science teachers. But what 

about English, history and music teachers? And those dedicated souls who teach kindergartners or who are trained in 

special education, other areas facing critical shortages?  

    Legislators are considering a meager across-the-board raise, but hardly enough to stanch the exodus of teachers or attract 

new ones.  

    SB35 would give full-time math and science teachers a $5,000 annual pay boost; HB270 would create Utah 

Science Technology and Research Initiative (USTAR) Centers where math and science would be taught during the 

summer. Bigelow's bill has the added benefit of letting gifted math and science students progress faster through the 

curriculum, but does nothing for teachers in other subject areas. And neither would provide enough of a salary boost to 

entice college math and science graduates to choose teaching in Utah over work in the private sector.  

Teacher pay: Legislature should give across-the-board raises - Salt Lake Tribune

http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_8159934 (1 of 3) [2/20/2008 8:20:27 AM]

●     Home

●     News

●     Sports

●     Features

●     Entertainment

●     Business

●     Opinion

●     Close-Up

●     Obituaries

●     Classifieds

●     More Sites
●     Help Desk

http://www.sltrib.com/
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_8306339
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_8306339
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_8306339
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_8306338
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_8306338
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_8306338
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_8297281
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_8297281
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_8297281
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_8297272
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_8297272
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_8297272
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_8296033
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_8296033
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_8296032
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_8296032
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_8282727
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_8282727
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_8282727
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_8282199
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_8282198
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_8282198
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_8274661
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_8274661
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sltrib.com%2Fopinion%2Fci_8159934%3Fsource%3Dsb-delicious&title=Teacher+pay%3A+Legislature+should+give+across-the-board+raises
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sltrib.com%2Fopinion%2Fci_8159934%3Fsource%3Dsb-delicious&title=Teacher+pay%3A+Legislature+should+give+across-the-board+raises
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sltrib.com%2Fopinion%2Fci_8159934%3Fsource%3Dsb-digg&title=Teacher+pay%3A+Legislature+should+give+across-the-board+raises
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sltrib.com%2Fopinion%2Fci_8159934%3Fsource%3Dsb-digg&title=Teacher+pay%3A+Legislature+should+give+across-the-board+raises
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sltrib.com%2Fopinion%2Fci_8159934%3Fsource%3Dsb-reddit&title=Teacher+pay%3A+Legislature+should+give+across-the-board+raises
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sltrib.com%2Fopinion%2Fci_8159934%3Fsource%3Dsb-reddit&title=Teacher+pay%3A+Legislature+should+give+across-the-board+raises
http://myweb2.search.yahoo.com/myresults/bookmarklet?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sltrib.com%2Fopinion%2Fci_8159934%3Fsource%3Dsb-yahoomyweb&title=Teacher+pay%3A+Legislature+should+give+across-the-board+raises
http://myweb2.search.yahoo.com/myresults/bookmarklet?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sltrib.com%2Fopinion%2Fci_8159934%3Fsource%3Dsb-yahoomyweb&title=Teacher+pay%3A+Legislature+should+give+across-the-board+raises
http://www.google.com/bookmarks/mark?op=add&bkmk=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sltrib.com%2Fopinion%2Fci_8159934%3Fsource%3Dsb-google&title=Teacher+pay%3A+Legislature+should+give+across-the-board+raises
http://www.google.com/bookmarks/mark?op=add&bkmk=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sltrib.com%2Fopinion%2Fci_8159934%3Fsource%3Dsb-google&title=Teacher+pay%3A+Legislature+should+give+across-the-board+raises
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sltrib.com%2Fopinion%2Fci_8159934%3Fsource%3Dsb-facebook&t=Teacher+pay%3A+Legislature+should+give+across-the-board+raises
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sltrib.com%2Fopinion%2Fci_8159934%3Fsource%3Dsb-facebook&t=Teacher+pay%3A+Legislature+should+give+across-the-board+raises
javascript: popup("email","/portlet/article/html/fragments/email_article.jsp?article=8159934&hostName=www.sltrib.com&section=/opinion&siteId=297&siteName=Salt Lake Tribune",600,400);
javascript: popup("email","/portlet/article/html/fragments/email_article.jsp?article=8159934&hostName=www.sltrib.com&section=/opinion&siteId=297&siteName=Salt Lake Tribune",600,400);
http://www.sltrib.com/
http://www.sltrib.com/news
http://www.sltrib.com/sports
http://www.sltrib.com/features
http://www.sltrib.com/entertainment
http://www.sltrib.com/business
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion
http://www.sltrib.com/closeup
http://www.legacy.com/saltlaketribune
http://www.yourutahclassifieds.com/
http://www.sltrib.com/help
shorrock
Highlight

shorrock
Highlight



Teacher pay: Legislature should give across-the-board raises - Salt Lake Tribune

Commentaries
●     Oppenheimer: Obama 
and Clinton: Pluses, 
minuses on Latin America 
issues
●     Lowry: Democrats 
endanger U.S. security by 
opposing terrorist 
surveillance
●     Pitts: If conservatives 
want black support, they 
should stop being late
●     Correction
●     Bush administration was 
predatory lenders' partner 
in crime
●     Utahns benefit much 
from the economic impact 
of immigrants
●     Health-system reform 
will require the tipping of 
sacred cows
●     A Key Gap in Fighting 
Terrorism
●     Rolly: Buttars and his 
cohorts have blazed a path 
of destruction across Utah
●     Bill banning domestic 
partnerships betrays 
conservative values

 

Letters
●     Some tax reform
●     Dozing on math
●     Romney hurt Mormons
●     GOP soul searching
●     Shut up and listen
●     Time for ethics reform
●     Tracy Aviary

 

Advertisement

    House Bill 67, sponsored by Rep. Ronda Rudd Menlove, 

R-Garland, would provide $2,000 each to special ed teachers 

who work an additional 10 days per year doing the mounds 

of paperwork required by federal and state laws. That's 

sensible enough, but, again, Menlove's bill would help only a 

small number of Utah teachers and likely wouldn't be enough to 

lure special ed teachers to Utah or get them to stay.  

    Another of Stephenson's bills, Senate Bill 41, takes a 

more innovative approach to boosting pay for all teachers 

- eventually. But it would have no immediate effect, and so 

would do little to stop the bleeding. His idea is to provide 

financial incentives to three districts that come up with the best 

plans to implement extended annual school schedules, and, in 

doing so, increase teacher salaries by 40 percent.  

    Utah pays its teachers among the lowest salaries in the nation. Legislators should act now to remedy that disparity - for 

all teachers.  
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